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Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . • 

^. . ciKiAi 2tiM This action is non-final. 

23)0 This action is FINAL. ^^}^ _ orosecution as to the merits is 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 12 Claim(s) H is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) 12 Claim{s)iiMJf2£LZ's/are rejected. 

7) 12 Claim(s)iJQ£L5 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

Q\n ThP SDeclfication is objected to by the Examiner. 

9) D The J b)D objected to by the Exammer. 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on — _ is. a)U approve 
,f appn^ved. corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
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1 . Attention is directed to "babe" the specification page 5, Iine1 6. 

2. Claims 3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Re claim 3, line 1 , the phrase "the two walls" is without proper antecedent basis. This is 
also applicable to the phrase "the board surface" in claim 6, line 3. Also note "free" in 
claim 1, line 13. ' 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in tills or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of applicatbn for patent in the United 

States. 

4. Claims 1 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being clearly anticipated 
by Yamatoto (U. S. Pat. No. 5,213,117). 

Note in Yamamoto'117, fig. 2, a solvent cleaning tank (28'), a cleaning tank (12'), a 
check valve (36'), a pressurized air inlet (38'), first tubes with nozzles (22'), a second 
tube (18'), a third tube (30') and a filter cloth (34'). 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained thougti the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prtor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the inventton was made. 
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6. Claims 2 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 



Claim 2 defines over Yamamoto only in the recitation of the wall of the cleaning tank 
being combined with the wall of the solvent tank. Robb is cited disclosing a solvent 
cleaning tank (18) and a cleaning tank (14) having a combined wall. It therefore would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the device of 
Yamamoto, to have, the walls of the solvent cleaning tank and the cleaning tank 
combined as taught by Robb, for the purpose of providing a more compact arrangement 
and for easier manufacturing. Re claim 5, Robb discloses the entrainer 51 . 

7. Claim 3 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. Claims 4 and 5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent fomi including all of the limitations of 
the base dalm and any intervening claims. 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. In Heathcoat, Sowers, Desantis, Roach, Balcom et al., Wigmore, 
Nygren, Beijbom et at., Marlow, Poe et al., Mansur and Yamamoto'836, note the spray 
gun cleaners. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FRANKIE L. STINSON whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-0661 . The examiner can normally be reached during the first week of the 



Yamamoto'1 17 in view of Robb et al. (U. S. Pat. No. 4,793,369). 
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pay-period M-F from 5:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and during the second week of the pay- 
period from Tu-Th second from 5:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and on Fri. from 5:30 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Alternating Mondays off. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is (703) 872-9310 (NON-FINAL REJECTION STATUS) and (703) 872-931 1 
(AFTER-FINAL REJECTION STATUS). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0661. 

Any inquiry for missing parts of this Office Action (copies of references, pages, 
forms etc.), contact Office Manger Ms. Sandra Sewell (703) 308-0661 . 




FRANKIE L. STINSON 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1746 



